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IAGG HEADQUARTERS
ARAB HEALTH CONGRESS, DUBAI, UNITED ARAB EMIRATES, JANUARY 26-29, 2015

President Heung Bong CHA attended the Arab Health Congress held in Dubai, UAE, from January 26-29, 2015, in
order to reach out to gerontological and geriatric networks in the Middle East. Initiated by Informa Life Sciences
Exhibitions, the Arab Health Exhibition & Congress has come to be recognized as one of the world’s largest and
most successful medical events.
The featured themes of this year’s Congress were: women’s health, pediatric health, ageing population, noncommunicable diseases, obesity and hypertension. More than 80,000 delegates from 150 countries attended
the Congress, coming from a wide spectrum of the healthcare industry including doctors, general practitioners,
physiotherapists, hospital administrators, nurses, medical assistants, technical managers, laboratory managers,
medical device manufaturers, dealers and distributors. About 75% of the participants were from the Middle East
and 25% from the rest of the world.
At the conference, President Heung Bong CHA delivered a keynote speech entitled, “Public Health Strategy for
the Ageing Society,” emphasizing the importance of population ageing in the 21st century and suggesting Healthy
Ageing and Active Ageing as a new vision. Prof. CHA addressed the main challenges of healthcare for older persons
on the global scale and presented public health strategies to
deal with those issues at global, local and community levels.
IAGG will continue to endeavor to promote interregional
dialogue and facilitate close regional cooperation in the
Middle East and other regions of the world.

53RD SESSION OF THE UNITED NATIONS COMMISSION FOR SOCIAL DEVELOPMENT,
NEW YORK, UNITED STATES, FEBRUARY 4-13, 2015
The Commission for Social Development, created to advise the Economic and Social Council on social policies, held
its annual meeting in New York from February 4 - 13, 2015. The Commission met this year as the United Nations
as a whole is discussing Sustainable Development Goals (SDG’s) for the next 15 years, referred to as the Post 2015
Development Agenda. There was general recognition by member states that social, economic and environmental
goals (“people, prosperity and planet”) are intertwined and that all must be addressed for sustainable development.

2

IAGG HEADQUARTERS

UN Secretary-General Ki Moon BAN addresses the 53rd
Session of the UN Commission for Social Development

From left to right: Prof. Hans STÖHRER, Prof. Heung Bong
CHA, Prof. Sung Jae CHOI, Prof. Martha BIAL

President Heung Bong CHA and Secretary General-Vice President Sung Jae CHOI, along with New York
representatives Martha BIAL and Hans STÖHRER, attended on behalf of IAGG. During the period for oral statements
from civil society, IAGG urged the adoption of a new paradigm for sustainability that we called the Age Integrated
Society, a society that recognizes the contributions to the general welfare as well as the needs of older adults. This
paradigm would not only include a social protection floor for all older persons, but also promote the assessment
of workers’ abilities by capacity; not age, foster continuing education and retraining to update skills as needed, and
encourage the design of age-friendly environments along with age-friendly industries.
Seventeen provisional goals for sustainable development along with 169 specific targets have been proposed. Older
persons or people “of all ages” are referred to in 8 places in the working document. Member states are in active
negotiation over the final document, which will be adopted by the full UN in September 2015. The next few months
(from March through June 2015) offer a critical last chance for non-governmental organizations to have input
into the process. It’s important and timely for IAGG member societies to write to their respective governments to
advocate for the continued inclusion in the final SDG’s of language referring to older persons. IAGG members may
particularly want to support goal #4 to “promote lifelong learning opportunities for all,” and Goal #17, target 17, to
“enhance capacity building support to developing countries to increase...the availability of...data disaggregated by
...age,” among other variables. It should be noted that at present the UN itself only disaggregates age up to age 49.
Please send copies of any letters to the IAGG secretariat at iaggseoul@gmail.com, so that they may be forwarded to
the appropriate IAGG representatives for delivery to the respective country missions at the UN.
In addition, the Commission for Social Development closed with a resolution outlining the process for the third
review and appraisal of the Madrid International Plan of Action on Ageing (MIPAA), which will take place over the
next two years, with final adoption in 2018. IAGG, through its members’ research, can contribute to national and
regional reviews of this plan by reporting quantitative and qualitative data on older persons’ social /economic
situation that bear on public ageing policies. Views of older persons themselves will be especially valuable to
governments that have pledged to hold an inclusive process responsive to grassroots input.
In the oral statement, IAGG reiterated the importance of ensuring access to high-quality continuing adult education
and training programs as one of the important strategies for the empowerment of older persons. IAGG emphasized
that it is important to not only recognize older persons as contributors to society, but also provide them with the
opportunity to develop individual capacity to better themselves so as to contribute to the betterment of society.
To read the full oral statement of IAGG, please click the link below:
http://daccess-dds-ny.un.org/doc/UNDOC/GEN/N14/645/74/PDF/N1464574.pdf?OpenElement
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WHO REVIEW MEETING ON THE WORLD REPORT ON AGEING AND HEALTH, GENEVA,
SWITZERLAND, MARCH 18, 2015

The World Health Organization (WHO) is planning to release the first-ever comprehensive report on global ageing,
World Report on Ageing and Health in early October 2015. To collect opinions of leading policymakers and experts on
population ageing and receive their feedback on its first draft, the WHO held a review meeting on the World Report on
Ageing and Health in Geneva, Switzerland, on March 18, 2015.
President Heung Bong CHA and Secretary-General Sung Jae CHOI attended the meeting to share their feedback on the
report, both in general as well as specific terms regarding each chapter of the report. The topics of the report covered
a wide range of issues related to ageing and health, from environment, finances, physical health, to long-term care,
among others. IAGG would like to express its warmest gratitude to Dr. John BEARD and the WHO technical staff at the
Department of Ageing and Life Course, and reiterate its strongest support for promotion of the global effort to build a
new framework to foster healthy ageing in different countries.

IAGG EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE MEETING DUBLIN, IRELAND, APRIL 25, 2015
The 3rd Executive Committee Meeting will be held on April 25, 2015, in Dublin, Ireland. The tentative agenda of the
meeting includes: 1) Report of Regional Activities, 2) Financial Report of 2014, 3) WAA & Sub-organizations Related
to IAGG Core Activities, 4) Planning for IAGG’s Collaborative Events in Africa, 5) Progress Report of 2017 IAGG World
Congress, 6) Other. GSA Executive Director, Mr. James APPLEBY will also participate in the meeting to present an
update on the progress of the preparations and planning for the 2017 IAGG World Congress. IAGG looks forward to
welcoming all the invited guests in Dublin, Ireland.
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ASIA/OCEANIA REGION
REGIONAL CONFERENCE – CHIANG MAI, THAILAND, OCTOBER 19-22, 2015
Mark your diary for October 19-22, 2015—to join colleagues from
across the Region and other parts of the world in Chiang Mai, Thailand.
The conference theme is Healthy Ageing Beyond Frontiers. For
regular updates on the conference, check the congress website: www.
iaggchiangmai2015.com. NOTE THAT THE ABSTRACT SUBMISSION
DATE FOR FREE PAPERS HAS BEEN EXTENDED — Now closing on
April 30.
Confirmed keynote speakers include Prof. Shogo Endo from Japan, Prof. Hyunsook Yoon from South Korea, Prof. Du
Peng from China, Prof. Hiroko Akiyama from Japan, Dr. Helen Feist from Australia, and Prof. Piyarat Govitrapong and
Prof. Thep Himathongkam from Thailand, as well as others.
You can also contact the congress organizers to be on an email update list, so that you won’t miss important
timelines such as dates for symposia and abstract submissions—email: info@iaggchiangmai2015.com. If you are
interested in exhibition or sponsorship opportunities for the conference, please also contact the conference
organizers. This will be an excellent opportunity to showcase your products associated with Healthy Ageing Beyond
Frontiers. For more detailed information, please see the Upcoming Events Section on p. 23.

GARY ANDREWS ACADEMY FORUM AT THE REGIONAL CONFERENCE INTERDISCIPLINARY WORKSHOP:
FALLS PREVENTION
The Asia/Oceania Regional Council is pleased to announce the first Gary Andrews Academy Forum will be held as
a pre-congress workshop at the Asia/Oceania Regional Congress of Gerontology and Geriatrics in Chiang Mai, on
Sunday, October 18, 2015. The focus of the forum will be: Implementing Best Practice in Falls Prevention for Older
People: Interdisciplinary Perspectives. The program will involve expert researchers and practitioners from a number
of key disciplines involved in falls prevention, including speakers from several countries across the region, and
contributions from several speakers from the host country, Thailand. Details of speakers and program are being
finalised, and will be on the conference website in the near future.

AUSTRALIA MAKES SUCCESSFUL BID FOR INTERNATIONAL LONGEVITY CENTRE
After more than two years of hard work and collaboration, a consortium of 11 organisations has secured the bid to be
the International Longevity Centre – Australia. “International collaboration offers an opportunity for Australia to focus
our efforts in ageing research, share our knowledge, and learn from other countries,” said Acting Head of the Centre,
Professor Julie Byles.
ILC-Aus will join a global alliance of centres from around the world including the United Kingdom, United States of
America, Japan, Singapore, Brazil, and South Africa. The mission of these centres is to help societies address longevity
and population ageing in positive and productive ways. As people live longer, we need to rethink how we spend our
lives, and how we structure our societies to make the most of this human triumph. “The consortium represents a
range of interests including ageing peak bodies, aged care providers, academics, researchers and policy advisors.
This gives the group great advantage in driving evidence based change. The aim of the ILC-A is to support a better
experience of ageing at a societal level, including better services, better community structures and better government
policies.”
Contact Person: Acting Head – ILC Australia – Professor Julie Byles

CALL FOR BIDS – ASIA/OCEANIA REGIONAL CONGRESS, 2019
The Regional Congress for the IAGG Asia/Oceania region is held every four years. The Regional Council is currently
calling for bids from countries within the region who may be interested in hosting the next (2019) conference. Bids
must be submitted through a member organization of the IAGG from within the Asia/Oceania Region. If you are
considering submitting a bid, you should inform the regional office (see below) at your earliest convenience, but by
no later than Sunday, July 19, 2015. Documentation outlining the requirements for the bid process is available from
Dr. Tony Coles. (E-mail: tcoles@aag.asn.au)
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SOUTH AMERICA AND CARIBBEAN (COMLAT) REGION
CONGRESS SCHEDULE
Year
2015

Month/Date
April
September

Event
COMLAT Regional International Congress, April 9-11, in Belém do Pará,
Brazil (Change of authorities, Brazilian Society of Gerontology and Geriatrics
takes the Chair)
Latin American Congress on Diabetes and Ageing, September 1st, Organized
by ALAD (Latin American Diabetes Association) and COMLAT

* More meetings for 2015 & 2016 will be discussed during the COMLAT

MAJOR ACTIVITIES
• Review of By-laws and Regional MOP: We are working now on a review of our By-laws, and writing a Regional MOP
to be more operative and fit better with the IAGG By-laws and its recent changes. A draft copy will be presented to all
the Latin American Societies and their members in Brazil next April for discussion and approval of the document.
• Dr. Marianela Flores de Heckman will be the next COMLAT President: The change of COMLAT authorities will
be held at the next VII COMLAT Congress in Belém, Brazil on April 9, 2015. During the Congress, a vote on a new
formation of the COMLAT Board of Directors will also be held.

PLANNING OF THE WORLD CONGRESS 2021
• Planning of the 22nd World Congress: Argentinian societies SAGG and AGA are working together on the 22nd
World Congress. The designation was obtained in a vote by the plenary of the IAGG council members meeting. The
two societies will host the event in Buenos Aires in 2021.
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IAGG-GARN (GLOBAL AGEING RESEARCH NETWORK)
Time has come to reorganize the IAGG-GARN website to further enhance scientific works on age-related issues
developing worldwide. It is now fully dedicated to aging research with comprehensive information for all those
involved in Alzheimer’s Prevention, Frailty (including Cognitive Frailty & Sarcopenia), and Nursing Homes. This
tool now makes available a regular monitoring of scientific literature, a permanent watch on calls and funding
opportunities, and more generally updated information on the important outcomes in the field of aging. We give
below a sample of information that one can find in each section:

NEWS
AN INTERNATIONAL DEFINITION FOR “NURSING HOME”
There is much ambiguity regarding the term “nursing home” in international
literature. The definition of a nursing home and the type of assistance provided
in nursing homes is quite varied by country. The International Association of
Gerontology and Geriatrics and AMDA foundation have developed a survey to
assist with an international consensus on the definition of “nursing home.”
Sanford AM, Orrell M, Tolson D, Abbatecola AM, Arai H, Bauer JM, Cruz-Jentoft AJ, Dong
B, Ga H, Goel A, Hajjar R, Holmerova I, Katz PR,Koopmans RT, Rolland Y, Visvanathan R,
Woo J, Morley JE, Vellas B. J Am Med Dir Assoc. 2015 Mar;16(3):181-4. doi: 10.1016/
j.jamda.2014.12.013.

RESEARCH PROGRAMS
This section will address issues on ongoing studies and projects, clinical trials and grants. Data is available on
“European research activities on healthy ageing, diet and malnutrition.”

EVENTS
COGNITIVE FRAILTY CONSENSUS CONFERENCE
Held on March 07-08, 2015, at the University of St. Louis, USA,
the IAGG-GARN Consensus Conference on Screening for
Cognitive Frailty was chaired by Prof. John Morley (St. Louis,
USA), Prof. John Morris and Prof. Bruno Vellas (Toulouse,
France). It aimed to create a consensus on the importance of
screening for and treating these two conditions by general
practitioners. The meeting got together 24 participants and 40
observers who worked on the following objectives:
- To determine whether or not cognitive decline should be screened for in the general older population or whether
case finding in physicians’ offices is all that is needed.
- What is the minimum work up/advice that should be given to a person with early cognitive impairment (MCI)?
- Does the management of persons with subjective cognitive impairment differ from persons with objective cognitive
impairment?
- Is cognitive frailty a useful term?
The two final consensus papers will be published in JAMDA and posted on the IAGG-GARN website. When published,
we hope that this outstanding consensus conference will have a significant effect on the management of persons with
early cognitive dysfunction.

PUBLICATIONS
A WHITE BOOK ON FRAILTY
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The publication and launch of the White Book on Frailty was realized under the auspices of
the IAGG-GARN Network in collaboration with the Toulouse Gérontopôle. The aim of this
“White Book” is to raise awareness about the necessity to further implement frailty into
clinical practice. The book was recently published in French; an English version will be
available in a special issue of the Journal of Frailty & Aging (JFA) http://www.jfrailtyaging.
com. It will also be posted on the IAGG-GARN website at the end of April 2015.

DATA-SHARING & RESEARCH FORUM
• DATA-SHARING ALZHEIMER (DSA)
This new tool is dedicated to facilitating the sharing of data from clinical study databases. It aims to improve
knowledge about Alzheimer’s disease by increasing the exploitation of clinical data from AD studies and to encourage
collaborative work. In this way, the DSA group gives access to clinical databases and provides methodological and
statistical support when required. All users can access relevant information. Researchers willing to work on DSA data
can submit their application online directly through this website: http://www.dsa-info.inserm.fr/en
The DSA project plans to open access to epidemiological studies and prevention trials, once the study is approved
by the Steering Committee. If you want to propose a database on the DSA platform, please contact info.u1027-dsa@
inserm.fr

• RESEARCH FORUM
A forum will be established soon to provide opportunities for our community to exchange the latest scientific findings.

CLINICAL PRACTICE
Frailty.net
The website is an international educational resource that aims
to help geriatricians, primary care physicians and other health
care professionals involved in the care of older persons to
implement frailty into clinical practice.
Website: http://www.frailty.net

UPCOMING EVENTS
International Conference on Frailty and Sarcopenia Research (ICFSR2015), April 23-25, 2015 in Boston, USA: The
conference is dedicated to raising awareness on the need to implement frailty and Sarcopenia into clinical practice. To
date, the conference preliminary program includes 6 keynote lectures, 16 symposiums, 65 oral communications and
211 posters already accepted by the ICFSR2015 Scientific Committee.
Website: http://www.frailty-sarcopenia.com/program.php
International Academy on Nutrition and Aging (IANA), June 18-19, 2015 in Barcelona, Spain: After Seoul,
Albuquerque and Florence, this edition of the IANA conference aims to promote a better understanding and
implementation of nutrition and age-related diseases into clinical practice. Topics include: MNA (Mini Nutritional
Assessment), Nutritional needs of older people, Nutritional prevention of pathologies associated with aging, Nutrition
and longevity, Nutrition and quality of aging, Malnutrition: causes and consequences, Oral and enteral feeding,
Functional foods, Nutrition Cognitive decline and Alzheimer. Website: http://www.iana-congress.com
8th Conference on Clinical Trials for Alzheimer’s Disease (CTAD2015), November 5-7, 2015, in Barcelona,
Spain: Alzheimer’s Disease is one of the most important health challenges facing aging populations worldwide. The
development of the next generation of Alzheimer’s Disease drugs is becoming essential to face up to this challenge.
A collaboration between CTAD, IAGG-GARN and Alzheimer Europe will collaborate on this meeting to address
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clinical trials issues such as Methodology, Results, Imaging, Biomarkers, Cognitive Endpoints, Cognitive assessment,
Behavioural disorders, Health Economics, Epidemiological, Animal model, New therapies etc. Abstract submission
deadline: June 1, 2015.
Website: http://www.ctad-alzheimer.com
2nd International Conference on Nursing Home Research, December 02-03, 2015, in Toulouse, France:
This event aims to raise further awareness on the need to promote research in nursing homes. It will deal with
the following topics: Alzheimer’s disease and relevant drug and non-drug therapies, Behaviour disorder, Care
organization, Homecare, Nursing homes, and New technologies. Abstract submission deadline: June 30, 2015
Website: http://www.nursing-home-research.com

IAGG-CSO (COUNCIL ON STUDENT ORGANIZATION)
President: Claudia Meyer, MPH (PhD Candidate-La Trobe University, Australia)
Vice President: Shannon L. Freeman, PhD (University of Northern British Columbia, Canada)
Secretary-Treasurer: Katherine S. Hall, PhD (Veterans Affairs/Duke University Medical Centers, USA)

UPCOMING EVENTS: IAGG-EUROPEAN REGIONAL CONGRESS, 23-26 APRIL 2015, DUBLIN
The IAGG-CSO has been actively working to provide interesting and relevant programming for student/early career
investigators for the IAGG-ER 2015 conference with several informal opportunities to network with fellow student
members. Additional information can be found on the IAGG-ER website (http://www.iaggdublin2015.org/). Below is a
list of scheduled programming.
Thursday, April 23rd
• 12:30-14:00 (Liffey Hall 2)
• IAGG-CSO Symposium: “Establishing Collaborative Research Networks for Emerging Scholars: Perspectives from the
IAGG Council of Student Organizations and IAGG GSIA”
There is growing interest in aging research internationally, yet many students and early career researchers are
uncertain of the process of establishing and maintaining international research connections. To address this need, the
IAGG Council of Student Organizations (IAGG-CSO) offers several presentations and a structured discussion designed
to bring a multi-disciplinary and multi-cultural perspective to the topic of collaborative networks in Gerontology.
This symposium explores the “why” and “how” of international research collaborations. This symposium includes
paper presentations by IAGG-CSO Executive Committee members (emerging scholars from Australia, Canada,
and America) speaking to the: 1) importance of building international linkages and collaborative networks; 2) the
mission of the IAGG-CSO and its efforts to facilitate networks among student organizations; and 3) strategies for
facilitating international professional networks and the potential role of IAGG-CSO moving forward. Following these
presentations, three IAGG-GSIA leaders Sue Yeandle, Janet Fast and Kate O’Loughlin will present a working example
of international research networks. The panel will spend the remainder of the session engaging the audience in an
interactive, structured discussion of how to foster international collaborative networks in Gerontology.
• 17:30-19:00 (Exhibition Hall)
• IAGG-ER Welcome Reception: This reception is included in the registration fee, and all are encouraged to attend.
Friday, April 24
• 7:30-9:00 a.m.
• IAGG-CSO Welcome Breakfast & Networking Event
This event is open to students/trainees and will serve as an opportunity to learn about the IAGG Council of Student
Organizations (IAGG-CSO) as well as meet other emerging scholars. Leading scientists in the field of gerontology/
geriatrics will join us for this “Breakfast with the Stars” to welcome and network with student members. Light
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refreshments will be provided.
• Student’s night out (details to be provided at the conference)

IAGG-CSO STUDENT TRAVEL AWARDS FOR IAGG-EUROPEAN REGIONAL CONGRESS: APPLY
NOW!!
The IAGG-CSO is excited to offer 4 travel awards to support student/trainee attendance at the IAGG-ER conference.
Please email Shannon Freeman (Shannon.freeman@unbc.ca), IAGG-CSO Vice President, for an application form.
Applications are due April 13.

IAGG-CSO EXCEPTIONAL STUDENT AND EARLY CAREER MEMBER SPOTLIGHT: DR. NAOMI
WOODSPRING AND DR. KATHERINE WIMPENNY
We are pleased to continue the IAGG-CSO “Exceptional Student and Early Career Member Spotlight” initiative, which
features exceptional scientists involved in gerontological organizations across IAGG. In this issue, we are delighted
to spotlight Drs. Woodspring and Wimpenny, co-chairs of the British Society of Gerontology’s Emerging Researchers
in Ageing Organization, below. We encourage our readers to nominate deserving IAGG students and early career
members and/or student gerontological organizations for consideration by emailing the IAGG Executive Committee
(iaggcso@gmail.com).

IAGG-CSO EXCEPTIONAL STUDENT AND EARLY CAREER MEMBER SPOTLIGHT: INTERVIEW
WITH DR. NAOMI WOODSPRING

Degrees: PhD Critical Gerontology, M.A. Clinical Psychology
Title: Adjunct Associate Lecturer, Independent Researcher
Institution: University of the West of England
Institution Location: Bristol, UK

1.

How did you get interested in the field of aging?

When I moved to the UK, a little over six years ago, I had my first experience of blatant ageism. I had lived
for many years in Santa Fe where there is an ageing population; I just never had to deal with ageism. Also,
as a child and young adult, I had always had interesting and warm relationships with older people and I think
that stayed with me as the media pushed the narrative of selfish old people, etc. It sounded like another
divide and conquer marginalizing sort of discourse which always sets me in action mode. I’m a rabble rouser
at heart.
2.

What are your key responsibilities at your job and/or school?

Right now, I’m doing some teaching at my university and working in an exciting Bristol city-wide project –
Bristol Ageing Better(BAB). I’m working with a group of older people volunteers, training them in evaluation
skills so they can evaluate parts of BAB’s efficacy. The eventual goal is to develop a social enterprise where
the group would be consultants to research projects and evaluators.
3.

Tell us a little about your most recent activities/accomplishments?

I completed a book at the end of the year based on my doctoral research, Baby Boomers, Time and Ageing
Bodies. Policy Press will be releasing it in November of this year. It will be distributed in the States through
University of Chicago Press.
4.

How long/why did you become a member of IAGG and why is it important for other students to

join/attend IAGG?
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I’ve been a member for a year. As co-chair for the British Society of Gerontology, Emerging Researchers in
Ageing, I’ve experienced the importance of collegial support on so many levels, as well as developing
connections with more senior academics. Of course, this happens in the university setting but access through
IAGG is a way to develop connections, support, and relationships in the wider field.
5.

Do you have any tips for emerging gerontology and geriatrics scholars?

Take risks, question authority, and do your homework.

IAGG-CSO EXCEPTIONAL STUDENT AND EARLY CAREER MEMBER SPOTLIGHT: INTERVIEW
WITH DR. KATHERINE WIMPENNY

Degrees: PhD, M.A., Licensed Occupational Therapist
Title: Senior Research Fellow
Institution: Coventry University, Disruptive Media Learning Lab
Institution Location: Coventry, UK

1. How did you get interested in the field of aging?
I was asked to evaluate an arts-based intervention using theatre and performance for older people that
was being introduced by our local theatre in Coventry, UK funded by Esmée Fairbairn. This evaluation of the
Creative Gymnasium (Wimpenny & Savin Baden, 2014), was the catalyst for my interest in ageing studies, and
also in exploring how we could use arts-related research to evaluate an arts-based intervention; another
strand of research I am interested in.
2. What are your key responsibilities at your job and/or school?
I am the Co-Lead in Educational Research at Coventry University (CU) in the Disruptive Media Learning Lab
(DMLL) www.dmll.org.uk. I research on-going pedagogic development in new and disruptive learning spaces
in higher education using innovative methodologies including arts-related research, qualitative research
synthesis, mixed method synthesis, and evaluation research. I work with a range of external and international
partners enhancing the research capacity of the DMLL and its funding base.
3. Tell us a little about your most recent activities/accomplishments?
I have recently been involved with the Belgrade Theatre, Coventry, and a range of partners across the city in
submitting a proposal for a further 3 year follow-on study to Esmée Fairbairn to extend the Creative
Gymnasium project, and work with new communities and populations of people aged 50+ including men, and
people with early stage dementia and their significant others.
I have recently completed a qualitative research synthesis (QRS) researching occupational therapy
effectiveness in mental health, funded by a Research Priority Grant from the UK Occupational Therapy
Research Foundation (UKOTRF) (Wimpenny, Savin-Baden and Cook, 2014). Our study has been included in the
Centre for Reviews and Dissemination (CRD) to provide the NHS with important information on the
effectiveness and cost-effectiveness of treatments and the delivery and organisation of health care. Finally, I
am currently researching the role of HE in preparing graduate occupational therapists for the field of (mental)
health with colleagues at CU, the University of Cape Town and PXL University Limburg, Belgium, for which
the project team was awarded the prestigious Thelma Cardwell Research Foundation Award from the World
Federation of Occupational Therapists (WFOT) at the WFOT Congress in Japan, 2014.
4. How long/why did you become a member of IAGG and why is it important for other students to join/
attend IAGG?
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I am only a recent member of the IAGG and have been working with Naomi as Co-Chair of ERA since
December 2013. I am very interested in designing, delivering and promoting the highest levels of research in
partnership with a wide range of colleagues across education, practice and in our communities to explore
ways in which we can better understand ways to ensure the health and well-being for older people. Societies
such as ERA/BSG and IAGG serve as important means of promoting and supporting our work in this field.
5. Do you have any tips for emerging gerontology and geriatrics scholars?
Be bold, have confidence, get involved in IAGG and ERA/BSG. Seek out networks of support and people who
can act as role models and mentors. Keep abreast of what is going on in the field, present your ideas at
conference, talk to people and enjoy your research.

IAGG-GSIA (GLOBAL SOCIAL INITIATIVE ON AGEING)
Over the past few months, the Global Social Initiative on Ageing has been active in research, training and knowledge
translation in all world regions. Of note are the following recent activities on the three themes of Liveability, Families,
and Care. A full report of GSIA activities for 2014 will be available soon.

LIVEABILITY
The Journal of Community and Social Psychology has published a special issue on Ageing and Community, Vol 24(1),
2014. Editors of the special issue were Claudine Provencher (Europe), Vera Roos (Africa), Jeni Warburton (Australia)
and Norah Keating (North America). The articles from the special issue are available at http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/
doi/10.1002/casp.v24.1/issuetoc

FAMILIES
The Canadian Journal on Aging will publish a special issue on Global Families later this year. Editors of the special
issue are Jenny de Jong Gierveld (Europe) and Norah Keating (North America). Contributors from Asia, Europe, North
America and Africa address themes of family ambivalence, policies to support families of older adults, discourses
about families and care and new family relationships of older adults including ‘living apart together.’

CARE
The GSIA will run its first Master Class on: “Population Ageing and the Challenges of Integrating Paid Work and
Family Care Work,” alongside the IAGG European Region conference in Dublin in April 2015. Prof. Sue Yeandle
(Leeds, UK) is course director. Support is provided from a team of distinguished international scholars: Prof. Janet
Fast, University of Alberta, Canada; Dr. Kate O’Loughlin, University of Sydney, Australia; Prof. Judith Phillips, Swansea
University and Prof. Norah Keating, GSIA director.
The Master Class was designed for up to 15 early career scholars (registered for a PhD, anywhere in the world, or who
have recently completed a PhD). It is fully subscribed with successful applicants from Canada, Australia, New Zealand,
UK, Zimbabwe, Finland, Ireland, US, Israel and Norway. Attendees will benefit from: group sessions, led by experts;
opportunities for discussion and debate; small group work to develop their own ideas for publication; and mentoring
with an experienced academic in a field close to their own.
Provisional Program

Time

Wednesday April 22 (Day 1)
Activity / Topic

Time

9.00

Introduction to the GSIA Master Class

8.30

10.00

Focus on Economic Issues - Expert
Contributions + Q&A
Break
Whole group discussion
Individual Mentor Sessions
(arrangements)

9.30

Focus on Economic Issues - expert contributions +
Q&A
Whole Group Discussion

10.30
10.45
11.45

Break
Poster Workshop 2
Getting Published Session

11.00
11.00
12.30
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Sunday April 26 (Day 2)
Activity / Topic

IAGG SUB-ORGANIZATIONS
12.45
13.30
14.30
15.30
15.45
16.45
17.45
18.00
19.30

Lunch
Focus on Workplace Issues - Expert
Contributions + Q&A
Whole Group Discussion
Break
Poster Workshop 1
Whole Group Discussion
Confirmation of plans for Sunday 26
April
Close of Meeting
GSIA Master Class Dinner
Dublin restaurant (venue TBC)

12.30
13.00

Final Session
Lunch at hotel restaurant

Each participant will also have an additional mentor
session of 45 minutes, arranged individually with their
personal mentor, to take place during the IAGG conference,
on Thursday 23 – Saturday 25 April.
The focus of the Master Class will be on supporting
participants to conceptualise topics, build personal research
agendas, learn more about how to get their work published
and develop their scholarly networks.
Lecturers will all be asked to focus their 30 minute
talks on: (i) Key issues and debates; (ii) Theoretical and/or
methodological challenges; (ii) Scope for developing new
research.

For further information, contact Course Director Professor Sue Yeandle at: s.m.yeandle@leeds.ac.uk
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UN ACTIVITIES
2015 AARP-UN BRIEFING SERIES ON GLOBAL AGEING

On the occasion of the 53rd session of the Commission for Social Development, AARP collaborated with the UN
Focal Point on Ageing to jointly organize an international high-level forum for best practices and policy solutions
on “Sustainable Lives, Sustainable World, Sustainable Goals - How Should Ageing be Accounted for in Post 2015
Sustainable Development” from 5-6 February, 2015, in New York. The featured speakers included Ambassador
Kamau, Permanent Representative of the Republic of Kenya and Co-Chair Post 2015 Inter Governmental Process;
Magdy Martínez-Solimán, Assistant Secretary-General, Assistant Administrator and Director, Bureau for Policy and
Program Support, United Nations Development Program; Jeannine English, AARP President; Toby Porter, CEO of
HelpAge International; and Kathy Greenlee, Administrator and Assistant Secretary for Aging, US Department of
Health and Human Services.
For more information about the briefing series, please direct your internet browser to: http://www.aarpinternational.
org/events/2015-aarp-united-nations-briefing-series-on-global-aging

25TH INTERNATIONAL DAY OF OLDER PERSONS 2015: LEAVING NO ONE BEHIND, 1 OCTOBER,
2015
The theme of this year’s 25th commemoration of the International Day of Older Persons (1 October) is “Sustainability
and Age Inclusiveness in the Urban Environment.”
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GERONTOLOGICAL ASSOCIATION OF ARGENTINA
DISTINGUISHED AWARDS OF 2014
President of the Gerontological Society of Argentina, Dr. Felix Eduardo Nallim, was
recognized with honors for the following:

Date

Awards

June 18, 2014

Awarded by the Latino Center on Aging in New York, with the
"Golden Age" Humanitarian Award

November 15, 2014

Awarded by the UCAL - Argentina Lebanese Cultural Union "On
the Vocational and Educational Path," Argentina

December 4, 2014

Honrable Chamber of Senators of the Province of Mendoza,
Argentina

December 21, 2014

"Personality Mendocina" by the Diario Uno newspaper,
Mendoza, Argentina

BELARUSIAN ASSOCIATION OF GERONTOLOGY AND GERIATRICS
The delegation of the Belarusian Association of Gerontology and Geriatrics
(President: Prof. Andrei Ilnitski) and Moscow Scientific-Research Center
Gerontology paid a visit to The Hague, Netherlands in December 2014. The
aim of the trip was to visit the units of palliative care and social institutions
for elders with dementia in order to implement the best experience of
Dutch colleagues into everyday practice of geriatric care in the Republic of Belarus and Russian Federation. The
delegation visited the WoonZorgcentra Haaglanden under the guide of the managers of the multidisciplinary unit of
palliative and geriatric care, Eduard Uiterwijk and Jeffrey Braad, who kindly shared the principles of their organization
on long-term care of older persons with dementia, as well as the standards and principles of the functioning of the
palliative unit and social housing for older persons. In other institutions, the delegation explored technology for
finding frailty and geriatric symptoms and management of these conditions to maintain a high quality of life. Eduard
Uiterwijk and members of the delegation discussed case management of older persons in social institutions. The
experience is expected to be used by members of the delegation for improving the qualification of geriatricians and
social workers in their respective countries.

Geriatricians from the Russian Federation, Republic of Belarus and
Netherlands near the WoonZorgcentra Haaglanden

BRAZILIAN SOCIETY OF GERIATRICS AND GERONTOLOGY
MAJOR CONGRESSES IN 2015
The year 2015 is full of exciting events organized by the Brazilian Society of
Geriatrics and Gerontology. The highlighted congresses are illustrated below:
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Period

Congress

City

Theme

Website

April 2-7, 2015

9th South Brazilian
Congress of Geriatrics and
Gerontology

Joinville

Aging Society and Functionality:
Rethinking Goals and Practices

sulbrasileirosbgg.org.
br

April 9-11, 2015

7th Latin American &
Caribbean Congress

Belém

Scientific Innovation,
Sustainability, and Aging

comlat2015.com.br

June 3-9, 2015

GeriatRio 2015

Rio de Janeiro

Promoting Safe Aging

geriatrio2015.com.br

July 30-Aug 1, 2015

8th Congress North and
Maceió
Northeast of Geriatrics and
Gerontology

Aging and the Challenge of Care

gerontomaceio.com.br

November 19-21, 2015

9th Paulista Congress of
São Paulo
Geriatrics and Gerontology

Education, Science and Update

gerp2015.com.br

BRITISH GERIATRIC SOCIETY
Frailty is an increasingly urgent issue facing health care service design. Older people are the
main users of UK health and social care services; approximately 10 percent of people aged
over 65, and 25 to 50 percent of those aged over 85, are living with frailty.
Research suggests that only half of older people in the UK with frailty syndromes receive
effective health care interventions; there is also some evidence that focusing community
services on those with frailty rather than on those ‘at highest risk of hospital admission’
might improve quality of patient care and reduce hospital bed usage.

British Geriatrics Society’s medical research journal Age & Ageing has published a virtual issue in February 2015
focusing specifically on frailty. The issue can be downloaded at http://www.oxfordjournals.org/our_journals/
ageing/frailty_virtual_issue.html. This virtual issue gathers together selected publications from the journal, covering
conceptual descriptions of frailty, reporting its epidemiology, contrasting different options for clinical assessment, and
identifying interventions which might improve outcomes.

• FIT FOR FRAILTY PART 1 is targeted at a range of health practitioners. It focuses on recognizing the condition of
frailty, and understanding the strategies available for managing it, within community and outpatient settings. This was
published in June 2014.
http://www.bgs.org.uk/index.php/resources-6/bgscampaigns/fit-for-frailty

• FIT FOR FRAILTY PART 2 was published in February 2015. Unlike Fit for Frailty
part 1, part 2 is targeted at people who plan or commission services. It calls on
commissioners to prioritize preventative support for older patients, detailed
assessments of the needs of older patients with frailty, and closer integration between
different services. It provides detailed guidance on how the commissioning and
management of services for people living with frailty in community settings can (and
does) work in practice.
http://www.bgs.org.uk/index.php/fitforfrailty-2m

HELLENIC ASSOCIATION OF GERONTOLOGY AND GERIATRICS
Biannual Conference, Feb. 26-28, 2015
The economic and social crisis in Greece is known to have affected the
health and well being of older people. The Hellenic Gerontological and
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Geriatric Association held its biannual conference from February 26-28th, 2015, in Athens. The event focused on the
repercussions of the crisis on older people in terms of their mental, physical health and their access to health and
care services.

INDIAN ACADEMY OF GERIATRICS
12th Annual Conference, Oct. 9-11, 2014
Indian Academy of Geriatrics (President: Prof. Alka Ganesh) organized the XIIth
Annual Conference on October 9th-11th 2014, in Bengaluru, India. The conference
was attended by 300 delegates from all parts of India. The theme of the conference
was “Simplifying Geriatric Care; Real Problems, Practical Solutions.” The one full-day was devoted towards
mini-workshops focusing on rational prescribing falls, incontinence, and comprehensive geriatric assessment. The
workshops aimed at improving clinical competency of general practitioners and post-graduate students. Another
notable result of the conference was the moderated thematic poster sessions which attracted contributions from
about 100 members. These sessions chaired by senior academicians were very successful in giving young doctors the
impression that the specialty in geriatrics is “young”, dynamic, interesting and exciting. Based on this result, the IAG
plans to maximize this momentum, so that the healthcare workforce will be able to care for the 100 million aged who
will account for almost 10% of the total population in India in the next 10 years. The IAG is aiming to further enhance
core skills such as research methodology in addition to clinical competency. The next scheduled conference will be
held in October 2015, in Chandigarh, the northern part of the country. The event will have workshops designed to
help students ask relevant research questions and develop feasible research framework. It is hoped that, over time,
innovation and indigenous research will help gerontologists and geriatricians in the country find evidence-based local
solutions and guidelines to Indian problems in elder care. IAG would like to invite members of IAGG from all parts of
the world to attend the conference and share their knowledge and expertise with our professionals.
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Textbook of GERIATRIC MEDICINE

The multi-author Textbook of Geriatrics written by IAG members and invited authors, was launched at the Bengaluru
conference. IAG is hopeful that it will provide a source for local information for clinical practitioners and students.

Other News
IAG is also happy to announce the formation of another state chapter. In addition to the Southern states of Kerala,
and Karnataka, TamilNadu, another southern state, has started it’s own independent chapter. IAG hopes that the
momentum thus gained will spread into several more local bodies. IAG strongly believes that this will translate into
better health care for older persons. IAG would also like to announce the change of its leader. The new president, Dr.
S. Lehl, will take over presidency in April 2015 for a period of 2 years.

KENYA ASSOCIATION OF GERONTOLOGY AND GERIATRICS
Risks and Opportunities Associated with Paying Lump-Sum Benefits to Retirees in Kenya: Implications
for Income Security in Old Age
The economic and social crisis in Greece is knoIn October
2014, Kenyatta University completed research that was
jointly funded by the Retirement Benefits Authority
and the University. The research set out to specifically
identify the ways in which a) retirees utilize their retirement benefits based on the mode of payment across the
pension schemes; b) to explore preferred methods of disbursement of pension savings by stakeholders in the
pension industry; c) to investigate the opportunities and risks associated with paying lump-sum benefits to retirees in
Kenya; and d) to make recommendations on the most viable method of pension payment for guaranteeing retirees’
financial security. The study used a mixed-method approach to research the preferred modes of pension payment
as anticipated by prospective retirees. The risks and opportunities were deeply explored from the experiences of the
retirees against pension utilization, viability of businesses funded by the savings, investments made and status of
income security.
The study found that 24% of the retirees paid in lump-sum and 38% of those on pension or annualized savings,
irrespective of mode of benefits payment, mainly spend their benefits on household needs. 19% of those paid
in lump-sum mainly invested in business enterprises and 18% financed education, while the remaining spread it
across various needs including those mentioned. However, other findings showed that most retirees ignore medical
conditions because their meager pension is not sufficient to provide for health needs.
From the study, it was revealed that 61% of prospective retirees preferred to receive their pension as a lumpsum upon retirement while those already retired overwhelmingly supported receiving a significant percentage at
retirement (at least 30% of the total pension entitlement) and a monthly pension for life.
The study also showed that lump-sum benefits are often misused on unplanned expenditures, spent on daily/
arising needs such as food and clothing, support for extended family members, and a significant proportion spent on
luxuries, entertaining friends, alcoholism or is lost.
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Discussions
The study tested a hypothesis which proved that lump-sum payment does not necessarily guarantee successful
investments although higher lump-sum amounts consistently predict higher chances of having a successful
investment. The mean of the lump-sum amount received was found to be significantly higher for the successful
business group as opposed to the unsuccessful one and the difference was statistically significant at p<0.1. The
implication of lump-sum benefits on income security therefore was that most retirees spend their savings on nonreturn expenditures or invest in non-viable businesses.
From the binary logistics regression analysis, education, salary at retirement, knowledge of pension entitlement and
retirement planning were significantly related to income security
Conclusions
The study concluded that the risks of paying lump-sum far outweighed any opportunities supporting the need to
ensure a regular pension during retirement as a safeguard against old age poverty.
It was also concluded that the retirees require an initial lump-sum amount but also a guaranteed regular income
throughout their retirement life.
Recommendations
The study discussed the following recommendations:
a) For a policy fixing minimum pension amount to minimum wages set for workers
b) To equip retirees with business skills and financial literacy
c) For Retirement Benefit Authority to conduct a systematic business training for those exiting the workforce prior to
retirement
d) To link prospective retirees to business financing firms and micro-financiers,
e) For more training of retirees on annuities and how they function
f) For more sensitization of qualifying employees to opt for the income drawdown to maximize savings’ benefits
g) For a re-evaluation of methods of disseminating information to members by schemes and
h) A need for health insurance product financed using a portion of retirees’ benefits arranged long before the onset of
retirement.
The research was carried out by the following members of Kenyatta University:
Olive Mugenda, Lucy Maina, Elishiba Kimani, Wambui Wamburu, Samuel Mwangi and Mildred Nawiri.

The Contextualization of Comprehensive Geriatric Assessment - Dr. Teresa Kinyari, Department of
Medical Physiology, College of Health Sciences School of Medicine, University of Nairobi
Routine disease screening among older persons may not easily distinguish healthy aging
from frailty or disability in low income countries (LICs). Clinical management of all adults is a
similar problem as little attention has been paid to the specific measurement of cognitive and
physiological decline associated with healthy aging. A review of the principles of development
of tools for Comprehensive Geriatric Assessment (CGA) and opportunities for capacity building
in a multidisciplinary approach to CGA is critical for LICs. In high income countries, more
specific tools have revolutionalized the care of older patients, especially those with frailty and
disability related to cancer and cardiovascular disease. The focus on CGA has been in cognitive impairment and
rapid functional decline. However, there is a great need to contextualize the cognitive tests in the socioeconomic and
cultural environments of older person. In addition, strengthening health and the community system is required to
achieve the teamwork in CGA in LICs. The current harmonization of service delivery into primary health care (PHC)
needs to include CGA using a multidisciplinary and multisectoral approach. Geriatric services should be included in
the expansion of screening and management of non-communicable diseases (NCDs) including trauma from falls one of the geriatric giants in clinical assessment. Capacity building should focus on empowering a middle level care
workforce in health and social work and related services in CGA especially in LICs where taskshifting is critical in the
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provision of health care. Strengthening emergency care for older persons in health facilities is an emerging need as
longevity improves, especially among the urban and rural poor. Currently, the focus is on older person’s lifestyle,
while social and health related factors need to be integrated into the national response to improve the health status of
the citizen. A collaborative effort to identify priority needs for older adults in each country will provide opportunities
for improving their quality of life.
Author: Dr Teresa Kinyari from the Department of Medical Physiology, College of Health Sciences School of Medicine
University of Nairobi, Kenya
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Month/Date/Year

Event

Venue

April 9-11, 2015

IAGG’s 7th Latin American & Caribbean Congress (COMLAT)
OB: Brazilian Society of Geriatrics and Gerontology (SBGG)
Website: http://www.sbgg.org.br/

Belém do Pará, Brazil

April 16-18, 2015

35th Annual Meeting of Canadian Geriatrics Society
OB: Canadian Geriatrics Society
Website: http://canadiangeriatrics.ca

Montréal, Canada

April 23-26, 2015

IAGG’s 8th Europe Region Congress
OB: Irish Gerontological Society
Website: http://www.iaggdublin2015.org

Dublin, Ireland

April 23-25, 2015

The International Conference on Frailty and Sarcopenia Research Boston, USA
(ICFSR2015)
OB: Global Ageing Research Network (GARN)
Website: www.garn-network.org , www.icfsr.com

July 28-31, 2015

The 14th International Conference on Mobility and Transport for Lisbon, Portugal
Elderly and Disabled Persons
Website: http://www.transed2015.com/index.html

July 30- August 2, 2015

The 2nd World Congress on Healthy Ageing
Website: http://www.wcha2015.com/index.html

August 20-22, 2015

International Conference on Gerontology and Geriatrics: Present Ulaanbaatar, Mongolia
and Future
OB: Mongolian Association of Gerontology and Geriatrics
Website: http://www.gerontology.moh.mn/index.php/en/icgg2015

October 19-22, 2015

IAGG's 10th Asia/Oceania Regional Congress
OB: Thai Society of Gerontology and Geriatric Medicine
Website: http://iagg2015.org/

October 23-25, 2015

44th Annual Scientific of Canadian Association on Gerontology (CAG Alberta, Canada
2015)
OB: Canadian Association on Gerontology
Website: http://CAG2015.ca

November 14-16, 2015

XVII National Congress
OB: Mexico Society of Gerontology and Geriatrics
Contact: http://www.sociedadgemac.org.mx/

Mexico City, Mexico

November 17-18, 2015

Care EXPO China
Contact: http://www.careexpochina.com/

Shanghai, China

November 18-22, 2015

68th Annual Meeting of the Gerontological Society of America
Orlando, USA
OB: Gerontological Society of America
Website: https://www.geron.org/meetings-events/gsa-annualscientific-meeting

December 2-3, 2015

2nd International Research Conference on Nursing Homes
OB: Global Ageing Research Network (GARN)
Website: http://www.nursing-home-research.com

February 10-12, 2016

5th International REIACTIS Conference (International Network on Lausanne, Switzerland
Age, Citizenship and Socio-Economic Integration)
Website: www.reiactis2016.ch

June 19-22, 2016

23rd Nordic Congress of Gerontology
OB: Finnish Gerontological Society
Website: www.23nkg.fi

Tampere, Finland

July 23-27, 2017

21st IAGG World Congress
OB: Gerontological Society of America (GSA)
Website: http://www.iagg2017.org

San Franciso, USA

2021

22nd IAGG World Congress
OB: Argentine Society of Gerontology and Geriatrics (SAGG)

Buenos Aires, Argentina
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IAGG REGIONAL CONGRESSES
IAGG VII Latin American & Caribbean CONGRESS, Belém do Pará, Brazil, APRIL 9-11, 2015

The 7th Latin American & Caribbean Congress (COMLAT) will be hosted by the Brazilian Society of Geriatrics and
Gerontology on April 9-11, 2015, in Belém do Pará, Brazil, with the theme, Scientific Innovation, Sustainability and
Ageing. The event will guide the planning of the scientific agenda, presentation of papers, and all the activities
developed during the meeting. Contributions of renowned professionals, educators and researchers from over 19
countries will make this occasion a unique milestone for the COMLAT region.
Important dates
Deadline for paper submission: January 31, 2015
Contact
Website: http://comlat2015.com.br/

IAGG-ER VIII CONGRESS DUBLIN 2015, DUBLIN, IRELAND, APRIL 23-26, 2015
The Irish Gerontological Society, with
networks of researchers and educators
active across Ireland, is proud to host the
IAGG-ER 2015 Congress from April 23-26,
2015, at Dublin’s new Convention Center.
The Congress theme “Unlocking the
Demographic Dividend” aims to tap into
the growing awareness that gerontological
research can help us to understand the
collective and personal benefits that we
gain from population ageing, a better understanding of the barriers to realizing the full potential of the Demographic
Dividend, and the advances in gerontological science which allow these barriers to be overcome in the most effective
way possible.
According to Prof. Des O’Neill, Chair of the Local Organizing Committee, plans are now well underway to ensure that
this prestigious event will be inspirational and informative for all delegates. Meanwhile, the effort to promote the
8th International Congress of the IAGG-ER worldwide has been ongoing, with a warm reception at many European
national society meetings and the Gerontological Society of America. The IAGG-ER Congress has been attracting
strong national and international attention and has accepted 104 symposia and over 1,300 abstract submissions from
all over the world. The Congress program has been tailored to interest all researchers, policy makers and practitioners
engaged with any aspect of ageing.
Contact
Inquiries: iagger2015@conferencepartners.ie
Website: http://www.iaggdublin2015.org
- Congress hashtag: #IAGGER8
- You can join in the conversation by following @IAGGER2015
- You can follow the Irish Gerontological Society @irishgerontsoc
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IAGG ASIA/OCEANIA REGIONAL CONGRESS, CHIANG MAI, THAILAND, OCTOBER 19-22, 2015

The 21st IAGG Asia/Oceania Regional Congress has been arranged to be held at the International Convention and
Exhibition Centre in Chiang Mai, Thailand, from October 19-22, 2015.
Theme: Healthy Ageing Beyond Frontiers
Sub-Theme: Clinical Medicine: Health Promotion for Active Ageing, Biological Science: Molecular Biology as Possible
Enhancers for Healthy Ageing and Longevity, Social & Behavioral Science: Active and Dignified Ageing, Social Research
& Planning Scientific: Social Research and Policy Response for Ageing beyond Frontiers
Speakers: There will be 70 speakers during the conference, of which 7 speakers for Plenary Lecture and 64 invited
speakers, with 540 sessions of Oral presentations and 128 sessions of Symposiums.
Abstract Topics:
Epidemiology, Clinical Practice and Health: Longitudinal studies on ageing; Healthy ageing; Comprehensive
geriatric assessment; Cognitive impairment and rehabilitation; Pain assessment and management; Continence, Falls
and Mobility; Psychiatric disorders; Depression; Osteoporosis and fracture prevention and management; Respiratory
disorders; Cardiovascular disease; Cerebrovascular disease; Progressive neurological disorders; Neoplastic diseases in
older people; Metabolic syndromes; Diabetes mellitus; Hypertension; Immunization of older people; Infection in older
people; Geriatric oral health; Emergency care for older people; Peri-operative care for older people; Rehabilitation;
Medication management; Quality in health care; Quality in residential care; Quality of life; Effective exercise
approaches; Nutritional assessment and management; Translating evidence into practice
Behavioral and Social Sciences: Family dynamics and mental health; Work and retirement; Learning and education;
Gender issues in ageing; Volunteering and community service; Cognitive impairment processes in ageing; Mental
health and well-being; Cognitive impairment and quality of life; Ageing well; Active ageing; Mental health and primary
care; Mental health in rural and regional areas; Social engagement and participation; Mental health; Cognitive
assessment; Impact of global financial pressures on ageing well; Healthy adaptation to retirement; Stress and ageing;
Pastoral care; Spirituality and ageing; Understanding lived experience; Voices of older people (eg. self-help/advocacy);
Everyday lives of older people
Biological Sciences: Models of ageing; Genetics of longevity and ageing; Mechanisms of ageing and longevity;
Biomarkers of ageing; Oxidative stress and ageing; Ageing and metabolism; Stem cell and cell therapy of age related
diseases; Pharmacogenetics; nutrigenics and ageing; Molecular etiology of age related disease; Protein aggregation
and ageing; Nutritional interventions; Lipoproteins and atherosclerosis; Health food and herbal medicine
Social Research, Planning and Practice: Trends of Asia / Oceania ageing; Globalization and ageing; Care-giving; Aged
care; Indigenous elders; Indigenous services; Refugee and migrant elders; Culture and cultural differences; Home and
community based service models and outcomes; Ensuring quality care in residential care; Person centered services;
Best practice in aged care nursing; Nursing and other workforce issues; Dying well (preparing for natural death at end
of life); Housing for older people; Pension reform and social security; Discrimination on age and gender; Population
ageing and social policy; Suicide in older people; Urbanization and migration; Living to advanced age; Technology
adoption; The built environment; Age friendly environments/communities; Working into older age; The mass media
and older people; Poverty, Welfare, Homelessness, Family and intergenerational relationships; Abuse and neglect
Contacts
General Inquiry: info@iagg2015.org
Website: http://iagg2015.org/
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IAGG WORLD CONGRESS
21st WORLD CONGRESS, SAN FRANCISCO, USA, JULY 23-27, 2017
The Gerontological Society of America (GSA) will be hosting IAGG’s 21st World Congress in San Francisco, USA. In view
of GSA’s long experience in organizing major events and of the city’s important conference facilities, IAGG 2017 will be
sure not to disappoint. The theme of this future milestone will be “Global Ageing and Health: Bridging Science, Policy,
and Practice.” In the meantime visit the congress website launched in June 2013.
Key Dates
Spring 2016 : Call for abstracts available
Winter 2016 : Notification of abstract decision
Registration and accommodations open
Call of late breaking abstracts
Contact: info@iagg2017.org
Website: http://www.iagg2017.org

22nd WORLD CONGRESS 2021, ARGENTINA, 2021
The Argentine Society of Gerontology and Geriatrics (SAGG) and
the Argentinean Society of Gerontology (AGA), both Member
Societies of IAGG, united together to present their candidacy in
view of hosting the 22nd IAGG World Congress of Gerontology and
Geriatrics scheduled for 2021.

CONFERENCES ORGANIZED BY MEMBER SOCIETIES
THE 35TH ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING OF THE CANADIAN GERIATRICS SOCIETY,
MONTREAL, CANADA, APRIL 16-18, 2015
Canadian Association on Gerontology
On behalf of the Canadian Geriatrics Society (CGS)
2015 Scientific Planning Committee, we are pleased
to announce the Call for Abstracts for the 35th Annual
Scientific Meeting (ASM) of the CGS.
This year, the ASM will be held in downtown Montreal
from April 16 to 18 at the Hilton Bonaventure. The
theme of the 2015 ASM is Optimizing Care.
Abstract Submission Deadline: January 30, 2015
Website: http://canadiangeriatrics.ca

INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE ON GERONTOLOGY AND GERIATRICS: PRESENT AND
FUTURE, ULAANBAATAR, MONGOLIA, AUGUST 20-22, 2015
Mongolian Association of Gerontology and Geriatrics
To commemorate its anniversary, the National Gerontology Center in association with the
Ministry of Health and Sports, and the Mongolian Gerontology and Geriatric Association
is planning to organize an international conference from August 20-22 in Ulaanbaatar,
Mongolia. The conference aims to provide a forum to discuss the current state of
Gerontology and Geriatrics and to identify some of its vital problems. It intends to bring
together researchers, policy makers, and social and health workers from the medical and
academic worlds to report on and discuss the latest information and experiences on this
subject. Find more information, please see http://www.gerontology.moh.mn/index.php/en/
icgg2015

24

UPCOMING EVENTS
• Conference topics include:
- Clinical sciences
- Social and behavioral sciences
- Biological sciences
- Pharmacy
- Policy, planning and practice
• Registration & Abstracts:
- Early bird registration: 01/06/2015

$100

- Regular registration: 15/07/2015

$200

(Conference banquet + $50)
- Abstract submission deadline: 01/07/2015
• Contact (For registration or submission of abstracts):
Phone: (+976) 11 – 350804
E-mail: Gerontocenter@mongol.net

FROM POSSIBILITY TO PRACTICE IN AGEING, ALBERTA, CANADA, OCTOBER 23-25,
2015
Canadian Association on Gerontology
Call for Abstracts in January 2015!
The Canadian Association on Gerontology welcomes you to exciting Calgary, Alberta for
Canada’s premier multidisciplinary conference for those interested in individual and
population ageing.
CAG2015 is hosted by the Faculty of Social Work at the University of Calgary (http://fsw.
ucalgary.ca/).
Website: http://CAG2015.ca

AGEING POPULATION AND ADVANCED AGED-CARE PRACTICES IN CHINA, SHANGHAI,
CHINA, NOVEMBER 17-18, 2015
Care EXPO China
Care EXPO, in its fourth year in China, is in good
company with other similar events globally as it fills a
pressing need in China. Care EXPO, along with other
similar events in Europe, provides a much needed
B2B platform for the aged care industry in China.
As China approaches 2020 the demand for greater
geriatric services, senior products and nursing home
accommodations will create a marketplace in excess
of 500 billion RMB annually. Care EXPO, China’s largest
multinational aged care communications and trading
platform, offers you an excellent vantage point to
penetrate this market.
In 2015, Care EXPO rebranded and renewed its commitment to advancing leadership in aging through innovation
and expanded access to China aged-care business opportunities. In addition to the main conference which is known
for thought leadership, Master Classes with IAGG (International Association of Gerontology and Geriatrics) and ADI
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(Alzheimer’s Disease International) will provide in-depth learning for the practitioners. Care EXPO offers a strong and
distinct voice for customers as it strives to expand the world of possibilities for the China aged-care industry.
Website: http://www.careexpochina.com/
Call for Session Abstracts: March 31, 2015

23RD NORDIC CONGRESS OF GERONTOLOGY, TAMPERE, FINLAND, JUNE 19-22, 2016
Finnish Gerontological Society
On behalf of the Nordic Gerontological Federation, we invite you to share with your
colleagues the most recent findings, ideas and innovations about ageing. Our ageing
society urgently needs scientific knowledge to enable longer lives to reach their full
potential. Better ageing means a better society for all. The theme of the congress
is therefore ‘Good Ageing – Better Society.’ The Nordic congresses traditionally
emphasize multidisciplinary perspectives on ageing and the life course. 23 NKG is a
meeting place for all researchers and professionals, whether they are in social sciences, health research, medicine,
nursing, biology, humanities, services research or any other field of scientific enquiry. Our special aim is to create
sessions at which experts from different disciplines can meet and learn from each other. The 23 NKG is also a place
for meeting old and new friends, for enjoying the conference’s social program, Finnish nature and Tampere’s many
cultural attractions. We look forward to meeting you in Tampere in June 2016! The deadline for abstracts is February
27, 2016; end of early bird registration is March 15, 2016.
• Website: www.23nkg.fi
• Scientific Program: scientific.secretary@23nkg.fi
• General Information: 23nkg2016@tavicon.fi
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EMERGING MARKETS SYMPOSIUM
Green Templeton College, University of Oxford, January 15, 2015

The Emerging Markets Symposium (EMS) is an academic initiative of Green Templeton College which promotes
solutions to address problems of human welfare in Emerging Market Countries (EMCs) through the meeting of opinion
leaders and experts to facilitate an exchange of experiences as well as knowledge and support building consensus
among them. The initiative began in 2009 with the topic on “Health and Healthcare,” and this year’s theme was “Ageing.”
The Steering Committee chaired by H.E. Shaukat Aziz, former Prime Minister of Pakistan, has guided the evolution of
the EMS since its inception.
Fifty leading international policy experts and practitioners gathered in Oxford on January 15-18, 2015, for the
Symposium on Ageing in Emerging Markets. The participants included Prof. Du PENG, Renmin University of China
and Vice President of the Chinese Association of Gerontology; Dr. Alexandre KALACHE, President of the International
Longevity Center in Brazil; Dr. Olga MIKHAILOVA, Academic Secretary of the Gerontological Society of the Russian
Academy of Sciences; Dr. Lia DAICHMAN, President of the International Longevity Center in Argentina; Dr. Alexander
SIDORENKO, Senior Advisor at the European Center for Social Welfare Policy and Research (Vienna, Austria) and
Global Ambassador for HelpAge International (London, UK); and Prof. Iva HOLMEROVA, Charles University in Prague.
They came from more than 20 emerging markets and high income countries and included specialists in gerontology,
economics, finance, sociology, anthropology, medicine, health policy and social policy and senior figures from the
world of politics, business and civil society.
The symposium concluded that the advantages of healthy longevity will not however be realized if emerging markets
fail to match the challenges and opportunities with their distinctive political, cultural, social and institutional
environments. While emerging markets can and should learn from each other and from higher income countries, they
should not expect to find common solutions to shared problems and should beware of models designed for other
times and places.
The symposium also concluded that the economic, social and cultural benefits of healthy longevity will be elusive if
emerging markets fail to take advantage of new technologies, promote healthier lifestyles, create physical and social
environments adapted to physical and mental frailties, develop holistic lifetime health and education strategies,
adopt realistic approaches to financial security in the final stages of life and coordinate age related policies and plans
across jurisdictional boundaries within governments.
The symposium agreed that the belief that old age begins at 65 is unfit for purpose and ripe for replacement; that
definitions of retirement age must be drastically modified; that social and economic policies must be grounded in
realistic assumptions about life expectancy; and that the equation of old age and disability must be discarded given

27

OTHERS
that (for example) 83% of China’s older population reported no health problem in the 2010 census.
A full report on the detailed findings and recommendations of the symposium on ageing will be published in May.
IAGG would like to thank all participants for their valuable contributions to promoting international dialogue on
issues related to population ageing in their respective regions and stand ready to assist with coordinating this effort to
be translated into international actions.
News Release: http://ems.gtc.ox.ac.uk/42-ageing/637-press-release.html

The 14th International Conference on Mobility and Transport for Elderly and Disabled Persons
Lisbon, Portugal, July 28-31, 2015
Founded in the 1970's by Prof.
Norman Ashford (University of
Loughborough) and Prof. William
Bell (University of Florida), the
International Conference on Mobility
and Transport for Elderly and
Disabled People has been held for
12 years in 9 countries. From its
roots as a small, specialized meeting
of researchers, the conference
has grown to attract between 600
and 1,000 delegates from up to
40 countries on 6 continents. The
14th TRANSED conference will be hosted by Instituto Superior Técnico (IST), a prestigious school of Engineering,
Science and Technology of the Universidade de Lisboa. The main objective of the Conference remains to promote
and encourage the development of transport services and systems that meet the needs of people with some sort of
disability through the exchange and dissemination of knowledge and experience. Participants should expect to obtain
information on new cases and experiences, new knowledge, new opportunities to cooperate, added value contacts to
enhance their networks and last but not least return home with effective new knowledge development that will enable
a more ambitious aim setting and manage for inclusive access for all types of temporary or permanent disabilities.
For more information, please visit the website: http://www.transed2015.com/index.html

5th International REIACTIS Conference (International Network on Age, Citizenship and SocioEconomic Integration)
Lausanne, Switzerland, February 10-12, 2016

The 5th International REIACTIS Conference (International Network on Age, Citizenship and Socio-Economic
Integration) entitled “Ageing and Empowerment: Between Resources and Vunerabilites” will be held in Lausanne,
Switzerland, from February 10-12, 2016.
The 5th International REIACTIS Conference (International Network on Age, Citizenship and Socio-Economic
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Integration) will focus on the dynamics of vulnerabilities and resources associated with growing older. Co-organized
by the Social Work Department of the University of Applied Sciences and Arts Western Switzerland and the Swiss
National Center of Competence in Research, “Overcoming Vulnerability: Life Course Perspectives” (NCCR LIVES,
University of Lausanne), this conference intends to explore these dynamics from the perspective that older people can
maintain or acquire agency throughout their life trajectories.
The originality of the 2016 conference lies in the presentation of papers which tackle the controversial question of agerelated vulnerabilities by linking it at the micro-, meso- or macro-social level to such counterpoints as resources and
empowerment. The aim is to view ageing populations in their diversity and ability to manage their own lives; remain
socially, economically and politically integrated; and build individual and/or collective resistance strategies. There are
three conference themes: (1) Empowerment viewed through the lens of social innovation and collective action,
(2) Public intervention and reconfigurations of older people’s citizenship, and (3) Adaptation and socialization
in the ageing life course.
Proposals for Communication
For the conference, three types of contributions may be proposed:
(1) Oral communications: They will take place within sessions organized along the three themes presented above;
(2) Posters: They will be exhibited and presented during a special session;
(3) Symposiums (Panel Sessions): They will be proposed by authors and should focus on a specific issue identified as
pertinent for the conference and its themes. These panel sessions should be comprised of three or four contributions
by researchers from different countries or working on different national settings. Altogether, communications should
last 90 minutes. The format of these panel sessions is purposely left open, but session leaders will be encouraged
to organize them in a way that will promote exchanges with the public. Panel session proposals should include the
following: names and affiliations of panel leaders, symposium title, abstract, names, e-mail addresses and affiliations
of proposed speakers, and issues on which contributions will focus.
Proposals for contributions, posters and symposiums may be submitted in French, English or Spanish. Proposals of no
more than 3000 characters in length should be submitted by April 30, 2015, with an indication, where appropriate, of
the theme to which they are associated.
All proposals must be directly submitted through the Conference website www.reiactis2016.ch
The full texts of accepted communications must be sent to the organizers by November 30, 2015, so that they can be
transmitted to the moderators. Communications may be held in French, English or Spanish. However, the availability
of simultaneous translation cannot be guaranteed for all sessions.
Timetable
Deadline for submission of proposed contributions: April 30, 2015
Notification of acceptation/refusal of contribution proposals: July 15, 2015
Deadline for the submission of the contributions: November 30, 2015
Conference Venue
University of Lausanne, Amphimax Building, Sorge, 1015 Lausanne
http://www.unil.ch/ci/fr/home/menuinst/bienvenue/plan-dacces.html
Contact
reiactis2016@eesp.ch
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IAGG ADMINISTRATION
 IAGG ANNUAL DUES ARE DUE NOW!
Invoices for 2015 Annual Dues have been sent to member associations and societies.
Please send your dues to the Korea Exchange Bank as indicated below. Any questions about
dues or payments should be sent by e-mail: iaggseoul@hotmail.com

 INFORMATION FOR WIRE TRANSFER OF MEMBERSHIP DUES TO IAGG BANK ACCOUNT:
Bank name: Korea Exchange Bank
Bank address: 66, Euljiro, Jung-gu, Seoul, Korea
Bank account #: 650-009094-236
SWIFT Code: KOEXKRSE
Beneficiary: IAGG

 IAGG Headquarters
Room No. 1107, Gwanghwamun Platinum
Saemunanro 5ga-gil 28, Jongnogu, Seoul, Korea 110-052
Tel: +82-2-737-2548 - Fax: +82-2-737-1042 - Internet Phone: 070-7743-2548
E-Mail: iagg@iagg.info, Website: http://www.iagg.info

 IAGG FACEBOOK & TWITTER
IAGG FACEBOOK and TWITTER are open now! Please follow us at
FACEBOOK: https://www.facebook.com/IAGG.INFO?ref=hl
TWITTER: https://twitter.com/IAGG_Seoul
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